“Now, the redemption which we as yet
await (confinued Imlac), will be 1hat of
Kalki, who will come as a-Silver Stallion:
-all avils and every sort of folly will perith at
the coming of tkis Kalki: true righteousmess
will be restored, and the minds of men will
be made clear as erytal.”’
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We are now in the midst of still a third attempt at a revival of
the works of E. R. Eddison. Three of his heroic fantasies -- THE WORM
AJROBOFROS , MISTRESS OF MISTRESSES and A FISH DINNER IN MEMISON -- have
been put out in paperback by Ballantine Books, which hopes to Zupli-
cate its great success with the Tolkien fantasies. It is a great de-
light to have these lovely books back in print; let us hope that this
time they stay there.

When the WORM was first published in the United States in 1926,
it carried with it a letter of appreciation from James Branch Cabell.
We reproduce it below as it appeared, from JBC's own copy of the WORM:

DUMBARTON GRANGE
DUMBARTON, VIRGINIA

Albert & Charles Boni

Gentlemen:

In reply to your letter of the twelfth, it has now for three
years stayed a puzzle to me that The Worm OQuroboros is not
better known. The book, to be sure, is not for everyone. So
many persons, indeed, to whose attention I have introduced it
have got from the volume only boredom that I have at last,
through a series of depressing failurcs to communicate my en-
thusiasm, been reduced to concliding that a reader finds perforce
in this book exceeding joy or else nothing at all,—in eithcr case,
quite unpredictahly.

To me, in any event, The Worm Ouroboros remains a rather
majestic example of romauce,—of really pure romance, untiti-
vated, in our modern way, with satire or allepory, or even with
humor,—of the romance, in fine, which purchases, through its
own unadulterate magic, and for no utilitarian ends whatever, the
momentary “suspension of disbelicf” in many very beautiful
impossibilities,

Yours faithfully,

/Jm :B\-mq:_\r.. (f-lL- “:

21 November rgz2s

This inclusion brought a very prompt response from Eddison -- of
particular interest because it reveals thatiEdﬁls?n in turn was an ad-
mirer of Cabell. It is reproduced below, in Eddison's own holograph,

from one of Cabell's scrapbooks:
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. EVELYN MaNsioNs,

f?‘iz«’d:ﬁé WesTuINSTER, B.W. I,
Dear §4

ypzhnuc ILH(f'aitttuflt{r ;h?ﬁuh f}ﬁ [Zi /4hhdu‘b““121
{ iyrb‘“v fj“4#1;F1¢1 r -Lﬂng{l
f()'lftm ﬂ’d, hul

Aan was k.
uT‘ Tuwe pun (guares €T “ﬂdé' 0 (;WA(‘“
ﬁ Len u,r'{‘ hn-'/c ﬂﬂ., (’*“-l {; d_ﬂﬂ‘/{‘ 7.;*“ )

fous Brael Cobiclt f

Cabell suhsequently reviewed Eddison's MISTRESS OF MISTRESSES,
in The Amerlcan HErcurz, January 1936, under the title, "Romance and
the Novel. He said: "I find here -- in his finest, his purest, and
his most romantic vein -- the finest 1living writer of pure romance."
(Ballantine quotes this much, slightly 1naccurately ) The review as a
whole supplied the core material from which Cabell later developed the
24th chapter of SMIRE, "To The Public at Large" (1937, pg. 191). This
is the passage in whlch he defines the novel as a form of journalism
>r copying; the romance as a form of poetry or creation.
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